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Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts Lyric Theatre
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The China National Beijing-Opera Theater and
The Peking Opera House of Beijing

PR 20— | AR
The Art of Cheng Yanqiu:
100th Anniversary
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Performed in Putonghua with Chinese surtitles and English synopses
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For programme details
12.2.2004 Pagel2 B
13.2.2004 Pagel4 H

14.2.2004 ( H %j matinee) Pagel6 H
14.2.2004 (W%} evening) ~ Page22 H

K VORGP T AT AR > G UG D A G B T~ AR T B R Y R R
B o AN AR AR - SRS > BATKRABE » S A

To make this performance a pleasant experience for the artists and other members of the
audience, PLEASE switch off your alarm watches, MOBILE PHONES and PAGERS.

Eating and drinking, unauthorised photography and audio or video recording are forbidden
in the auditorium. Thank you for your co-operation.
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Shanghai Fraternity Association

Your support and sponsorship has made possible the Festival attraction
The Art of Cheng Yanqiu: 100 Anniversary.
With grateful thanks from the Hong Kong Arts Festival.

We wish you and your guests a very enjoyable evening.
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The China National Beijing-Opera Theater and
The Peking Opera House of Beijing are flown in by
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return tickets to Beijing!

Don't forget to write your name, HKID number and contact telephone number
on the back of your ticket to this performance and drop it in the Dragonair
lucky draw box at the foyer of the auditorium on your way out.

Winners' names will be published in the Hong Kong Standard,
the SCMP, Tai Kung Pao and Ming Pao on the 8 March 2004. .

Performance Schedules:

The Art of Cheng Yanqiu: 100th Anniversary
12 -14.2.2004 Hong Kong Academy for
Performing Arts Lyric Theatre

Two Centuries of the Legendary Tan Family

20 - 21.2.2004 Hong Kong Cultural Centre
Grand Theatre
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The China National Beijing-Opera Theater
The China National Beijing-Opera Theater was formed in 1955 with the renowned
Beijing Opera performer Mei Lanfang as its first director. The theater, comprising
three troupes, has attracted a galaxy of prominent artists including Li Xiaochun,
Yuan Shihai, as well as famous director Ajia, and playwrights Weng Ouhong and
Fan Junhong,.

The Theater has performed more than 250 traditional and new operas, and has won
numerous awards over the years, including the Wenhua Performance Prize, the Mei
Lanfang Gold Medal, the Plum Blossom Prize for excellence in Chinese drama and the
Gold Medal in the Chinese Beijing-Opera Festival. The Theater has given highly

acclaimed performances in more than 50 countries.

The Peking Opera House of Beijing
Established in 1979, the Peking Opera House of Beijing is led by Wang Yuzhen. More
than 50 members of the troupe are classified among the “First Rank” of the nation’s
actors, musicians, directors and playwrights. Over the years, the Peking Opera House of
Beijing has staged over 300 opera classics representing various schools of the art. It has
also put on more than 30 new productions, to widespread critical acclaim. Many of the
productions have subsequently received awards of national importance, including the
Gold Medal in the Peking Opera Festival and the Wenhua Performance Prize.

Apart from performances in China, the troupe has performed overseas promoting
Beijing opera and furthering artistic cultural exchanges.

IR/ | Troupe Profiles
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—OOME=ZA+=H(EHWE) 12 February 2004 (Thursday)

Vi R A2/ N 4590 B Running time: approximately 2 hours and 45 minutes,
IF—F 1538 PIHIKE including a 15 minute interval

SEE | Cast

Page 12

#HBEE The Unicorn Pouch
EB%& | Cast
FEM% KT Zhang Huoding Xue Xiangling
FIEEN RN Song Xiaochuan Zhou Tingxun
# Z4&wAK  Jin Lishui Granny Hu
& &% Jin Jianping Mei Xiang
AR Li Wenlin Zhao Luban
X BEE B WangYan Tian Lin
ZHEH Y% Zhang Yaning Old Groomsman
# K #HPH  Sun Shaodong Gong player
i #B® ¥ HouBing Lu Vi
HTFH W W Xu Chang Zhao Shouzhen
B¢ R BiE#  Yan Shiqi Xue Liang
BERAA B W LuXin Mrs Xue
# L AR Lo Kunshan Bi Yu
WA % YuLei Rich Man Lu
A Y  Cui Xiaoyan Dai Qi
KM% B Jin Xing Best Man
(- #E®  Zhao Xhiqiang Lu Ren

RAKCT CGHBERE
Zhang Huoding in The Unicorn Pouch



=E
BN E R R IR > SRR OB R A T e R R A [ B
WRAERTZE -

PRI I R > IR > TER RS 5 AR IO T SRR
P AR ST H B SR S > SR > AR o
PR L A WL > DASHBREARIY > FIIEAS 2 -

PNARRR  BINROK > BRI B R CHL RN - 8 R B o 5l B H I A
ShF o BER TR T REEGRE  BHESAN T > R > 5L %
KB ERIA/ME > G8 K > M8 EMR R SR > AR
JE RN JFR RS > SRR I > 4 RN i AR I 2 A
AL A5 AR MR B — R ER -

Synopsis
Xue Xiangling, a rich girl from the province of Dengzhou, is given a pouch
embroidered with a unicorn by her mother on her wedding day. According to local
custom, this will bring her good luck in producing a healthy baby. On her way to the
ceremony, she is caught in heavy rain, and takes refuge in a roadside pavilion. There
she meets Zhao Shouzhen, another bride who is getting married on the same day, but
Shouzhen comes from a poor family. Saddened by her situation, Xiangling gives her
the unicorn pouch, and the two girls resume their individual paths after the rain.

Six years later, Dengzhou is devastated by a flood. During the catastrophe Xiangling is
separated from her family and finds herself alone, in Laizhou. She has the good fortune of
running into an old servant Granny Hu, who helps her out by securing her the position
of wet-nurse in the Lu mansion. Tian Lin, the boy in her charge, is a spoilt brat.

One day, while playing with a ball, he throws it into a window on the second floor, and
demands his nurse run after it. Xiangling climbs the stairs to retrieve the toy and
accidentally sees a familiar object there: the unicorn pouch she gave away on her wedding
day. It turns out the mistress of the Lu mansion is none other than Shouzhen, who is
thrilled to finally have the chance to repay the kind stranger. The two young women treat
each other like sisters, and Shouzhen eventually helps Xiangling to locate her lost family.

Page 13 ZX= | Synopsis
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—OOWE=ZA+=H(EHEH) 13 February 2004 (Friday)

R A 2/ N 15 57 i Running time: approximately 2 hours and 15 minutes,

HF— W15 FTHIRE  including a 15 minute interval

H/k# Bloodshed on White Water
Beach

B | Cast
BEH AT  Zhang Huoqian Mu Yuji
AW &  Zhang Xin Xu Peizhu
B MKW  Tian Yonggang Liu Renjic
K@l F ¥ Yin Songtao Deputy Xia
AFitdE Bt Yang Junfeng Xu Shiying
MHpE B ¥k Hou Bing Stable Tiger
B0 BWH  Guo Zhenlong Liu Ziming

rE
R AL R AL T ROE  BINIRBICAE - RIS R I R
A7 % FOKHERT > FF I 0% A R R R O 2R S 1L 28 B U pE R S A B e
fimET S > KICH IR BB -

JERENT > MR E R — IR EBE - ARFIRE B RICHE A%
FERRBIE I > FRREROR B R > (U RIR A Y UL > AR > WORMENL -

Synopsis
Xu Shiying, a bandit leader nicknamed the “Green-faced Tiger”, while drunk, is captured
by soldiers, led by Sheriff Liu Renjie and his Deputy Xia. Shiying’s sister, Xu Peizhu,
hurries to rescue her brother with fellow-bandits, including the bandit, “Stable Tiger”.

At White Water Beach, Shiying breaks away from his captors and defeats the officers.
This comes to the attention of a kind-hearted passer-by, Mu Yuji who, without
distinguishing the good guys from the bad, helps the officers. Though defeated by Mu,
the “Green-faced Tiger” appreciates his kung-fu skills.

— HIGIKE T8 15 minute interval —
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Tears in the Wilderness

B & | Cast
REHK WART  Zhang Huoding Zhang Huizhu
HE# E #  Wang Yan Gao Baolian
##EE 4K Jin Lishui Cui Defu
#1554 8588  Jing Lianlian Yang Desheng
B & Yu Lei Gao Zhong
P BWHE  Guo Zhenlong Li Youbiao
H7% B Yan Shiqi Bao Shide
FrZE BRI Lu Kunshan Wang Sixiang
7 RS Zhang Yaning Hu Tailai
HRA B Wi LuXin Gao Liangmin’s wife
R A3k Li Wenlin Gao Liangmin

=
WK > o p S DR s R A BB S BT > SERRIEAT . R R TRk
AREE > ASER B IRAZ o MW > Wrt e o &h4F Y R i i 20
MWL L FEEBR o —ZF B0 HF T S IERER— A HEBRZRAREE
AR AL 2O £ > AR > AL -

Synopsis
Towards the end of the Ming Dynasty, Gao Liangmin, a peasant in Henan, sees his
family being torn apart by harsh war taxes imposed by the government. Driven to collect
herb-medicine in the dangerous mountains to make ends meet, Liangmin and his son
Gao Zhong are killed by a tiger. His wife on hearing of the news, dies of shock. The
grandson Gao Baolian, though still a child, is drafted into the army work force. That
leaves Zhang Huizhu, the daughter-in-law, to tend the family by herself. Unable to
reason with officials from the tax office, she escapes and takes refuge in the wilderness as a
last resort. Still unable to fend them off, she loses her mind and kills herself.

Page 15 JEE K7 | Cast and Synopsis
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“OOWFE=ZA+MA (EHA) 14 February 2004 (Saturday)

i R AY3 /M Running time: approximately 3 hours,
G — {15 FETGIKE  including a 15 minute interval

=EZE Estrangement between Father
and Daughter

555 &% | Cast
%  Sha Fei Wang Baochuan
_:I_ fB & W  Zhu Qiang Wang Yun

A=
IRAZHAEBRAT R - BEF BRI RV » RARE SRR AERS > IRE 2
AFHA s IR =W > SRR o FEAX - BB -
EAEASTHEINNELHR - HIHLET > WRER - HYIBQEE - BIREEFAMNT -
ESIEE > BT R -

Synopsis
Wang Baochuan argues fiercely with her father Wang Yun, the Prime Minister. They
are arguing because Wang Yun wants to renege on his promise to give Baochuan’s hand
in marriage to a pauper, Xue Pinggui, who has succeeded in picking up the ceremonial
lace-ball in a ritual to select a husband for her.

Wang Yun gives Pinggui a large sum of money and asks him to leave Baochuan.
Pinggui refuses and is driven away by Wang Yun. Wang Yun tells Baochuan to marry a
senior official instead, but she refuses and insists on fulfilling the promise of marrying

Pinggui. After a serious quarrel, father and daughter become estranged. Baochuan
leaves home with Pinggui vowing never to return.

WI(E1RE) A CH G B B
Sha Fei in Estrangement between Father and Daughter Guo Wei in Dowager He Hou Confronting the Emperor



EFERB Dowager He Hou
Confronting the Emperor

B | Cast
B E® #  GuoWei He Hou
HIEF WA Han Shengcun Zhao Kuangyi
W M RES  QuXianzhong Pan Hong
HBEXR W Zhu Qiang Yang Jiye
HE ¥ E  Zeng Baoyu Zhao Dezhao

PN
HE AL > BOLR THREAL - MENERGET - EOMEE IR ERERK
ERRACER > ERBAm > BERMITIAE - ERIE . EREFLES
WHER  WF S R A MR  EXFEEER LK iz -
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PUEMES 5 SUBTEST M 29 - EATEGE > IR o —35aiia-F -

Synopsis
During the Song Dynasty, Emperor Zhao Kuangyin wants his eldest son to succeed to
the throne. However, the Emperor’s mother has told him to let his younger brother,
Zhao Kuangyi ascend the throne. Making an excuse of visiting the sick, Kuangyi meets
his brother the Emperor at midnight and forces him to abdicate the throne. After the
death of Emperor Kuangyin, Kuangyi sends Pan Hong to deliver an imperial decree
and ascends the throne the following day. All officials attend the ceremony except the
military commander Yang Jiye. Kuangyi is unhappy with this and issues a royal decree
for the execution of Jiye. However, on the advice of Pan Hong, Jiye is asked to retire
and granted an endowment.

Irritated by this turn of events, He Hou, the late Emperor’s wife sends her eldest son,
Zhao Dezhao to find out further details from Kuangyi. The new emperor is indignant
and orders the execution of Dezhao, who commits suicide in front of Kuangyi. Hearing
the news, He Hou rushes into court in a fury with her younger son, Zhao Defang,
confronting the new emperor and recounting his guilt. Kuangyi finally has to appease
his sister-in-law by making her the head of the Palace.

JEE MANE | Cast and Synopsis
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2% 7% ] O P 0
Li Hongtu in Shooting an Arrow at the Lance

WP Shooting an Arrow at the Lance

BE X | Cast
A %M Li Hongtu Lu Bu

A # BB Chen Junjie /i Ling
¥ 7 %A  Han Shengcun Liu Bei
kK AREL  QuXianzhong Zhang Fei

A=
TR ClE PR ) i (B FO 5 s ] o ﬁf{‘)ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂ%%%ﬁl%ﬂfﬁ ROIERIPIS
%"1’% CHURESE > BRI > Ty B AR o BIHZE - BIMEMA - Airfwed
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Synopsis
In the era of the Three Kingdoms, Yuan Zhu sends Ji Ling to attack his enemy Liu Bei and
asks Lu Bu for a military alliance. Liu Bei realising his limited military power also asks
for help from Lu Bu.

Invited by both sides, Lu Bu tries to play the peace-maker. At a banquet in the
barracks, Lu Bu asks both sides to end their enmity if he can show his supremacy over
the two of them by shooting an arrow at a lance to be placed at the entrance of the
barrack. Lu Bu surprises Liu Bei and Ji Ling with his successful shot, and they agree to
make peace.

— HIGIRE F H 8 15 minute interval —



EEH The Trial of Yu Tang Chun,
the Courtesan

EE*® | Cast
# =% f  Guo Wei Su San
F&rEAEE  Li Hongtu Wang finlong
W0 IE W A¢ Hen Shengcun Pan Bizheng
BFHER W Zhu Qiang Liu Bingyi
FioVE KiBEB: Mei Qingyang Chong Gongdao

PN
AR = () pe AU R > R B R AR £ S REA R SE - EIF AT -
BEMEE - AE L TEEBRPEEEAREOEMHE 28 = MM
TG IR - 26 = A RER o SR =l PR Al - £ M MBSGRIE AR A
AL Z —ml o -

Synopsis
Su San, also known as Yu Tang Chun, a famous former courtesan, is being wrongfully
accused of killing her husband. When the officials send Su San to court they have to pass
through Tai Yuan city. Wang Jinlong, the Inspector General of Shanxi Province, upon
reading about the case, requests that it be reopened and tried by him together with a
commissioner and a provincial judge.

When Su San enters the court Jinlong recognises her as his former lover, loses
consciousness and almost brings the trial to a halt. While Su San proceeds with the details
of her story, Jinlong continues to feel uncomfortable about her presence in the court and

excuses himself, passing on the trial to the two judges on the pretext of illness.

(R
Guo Wei in The Trial of Yu Tang Chun, the Courtesan

SEE K ARE | Cast and Synopsis
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14 February 2004 (Saturday)
Gala Evening

Running time: approximately 3 hours,
including a 15 minute interval

Lady Ming of the Han Dynasty
Leaving her Homeland (Shang
School)

Cast
Liu Shanli Wang Zhaojun

Mei Qingyang Wang Long
Li Dan Groom

N

BEITAAR R E R (

W) BN M TBIER - sl Bk - T AIE = - iR
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BRRER > TS IARL
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Synopsis
Wang Qiang, also known as Wang Zhaojun, has been short-listed as one of Emperor

Han Yuandi’s future concubines. However, as she refuses to bribe the portrait painter,
Mao Yanshou, he paints her as a rather homely creature, thus losing her the chance of
being chosen by the Emperor. Stuck in a corner at the palace, Zhaojun consoles herself
by playing the pipa. Her singing attracts the attention of Emperor Yuandi, and her
extraordinary beauty is discovered, resulting in her being named Lady Ming.

Fearing punishment, Mao escapes to the territory of Xiongnu and persuades the rival warlord
to ask for Zhaojun’s hand in marriage. Emperor Yuandi is well aware of the weakness of his
country’s military defence, and agrees to give up the woman he loves to avoid a direct
confrontation. Disillusioned, Zhaojun tearfully leaves her homeland with a heavy heart.

BILIRE CREIIL) — %8
Liu Shanli in Lady Ming of the Han Dynasty Leaving her Homeland



HER W (7)) KIKTGE CEZEE)
Lu Kushan (left) and Geng Qiaoyun in Xin An Inn

*¥ZE (HJK) Xin An Inn (Xun School)

BB | Cast
PR W¥5E  Geng Qiaoyun Zhou Fengying
HIEX®R W Xu Chang Zhao Yanrong
IV REi%E  Zhang Yaning The Fourth Uncle He
# B BIE  Guo Zhenlong Yang Sheng
% K AR LuKunshan Mrs Li
HFEZ EARSE  Tang Hexiang Zhao Meirong
HHHE FWMK Wang Xudong Zhao Jinglong

A=
WA RHERRIE L AT M T - JLIRE 6% ~ kit > BRI =il > /4
FERATH > EBRERS T~ FERLIR > RE LR o G E LS RRE  TMRE R E 2
HRER o B DERRAE > SBAS - WS MRS L7 IEFWH > RETI
BN > SLIRAE - BRAR > SEEBLRIEAS B OUHE o R AEIELL -

Synopsis
During the Ming Dynasty, the wicked Prime Minister Yan Song persecuted the
Zhao family. After his father’s death, Zhao Jinglong rebelled against the government
and occupied Lu Shan.

Jinlong has two sisters, Zhao Meirong and Zhao Yanrong. To escape danger
Yanrong disguises herself as a man to allow the sisters to travel more safely in search of
their brother at Lu Shan. Eventually the girls take shelter in the Xin An Inn for the
night. The daughter of the inn-keeper Zhou Fengying, whose family has also been
persecuted by Yan Song, is attracted by Yanrong’s appearance and forces ‘him’ to marry
her, discovering on their wedding night that ‘he’ is a woman. During their quarrel,
Jinlong arrives at the inn and becomes reunited with his sisters. He also falls in love
with and marries Fengying before they leave for Lu Shan.

SEE K ARE | Cast and Synopsis
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B [F A CRAC )
Dong Yuanyuan in The Imperial Concubine Yang Guifei Getting Drunk

EICHE (JK) The Imperial Concubine
Yang Guifei Getting Drunk
(Mei School)

EEX | Cast
#ER KHM  Dong Yuanyuan Yang Yuhuan (Yang Guifei)
=771 H§ BB Mei Qingyang Gao Lishi
#7114 MK  Zeng Baoyu Pei Lishi
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2O PTE o FACHERH o OB A AP Em AR LI - A A
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Synopsis

Yang Yuhuan, the beloved Imperial Concubine, has a rendezvous with the Emperor
Tang Xuanzong at the Pavilion of a Hundred Flowers for a drink. She is kept waiting
for a long time, and is eventually informed by a eunuch that the Emperor has gone to

the West Palace instead. Upon hearing the news, she is frustrated and distraught and

begins drinking by herself. Served by her dutiful ladies-in-waiting and eunuchs, she
becomes drunk and insists that the Emporer be invited to join her. Gao Lishi, a tactful
servant, manages to talk her out of this and she gradually comes to her senses and sadly

returns to her chamber.

— FIBIKE T8 15 minute interval —



EHEEZ (BJK) A Dream within the Boudoir
(Cheng School)

i —|

HEB& | Cast
K KWRT  Zhang Huoding Mrs Zhang
# K&K  Jin Lishui Mrs Sun
# KB W LuXin Mrs Liu
F Hm H YuLei Li Wei
£ HERMI  Song Xiaochuan Wang Hui
Y HEBRW  LuKunshan Maid
% {7 #@&EM  Zhao Zhiqiang Li Xin
# )& 5kgigk  Jing Lianlian Liu Yu

rE
RS > AREPELRISEEM > 4 B RET IR o EIRBEFEREGIISAA > (B[4 7o L
FEF—FEA ML > 2HE PG - REEEHA > BERS
FERFER > UHSEIIFEENIK -

Synopsis
In the Han Dynasty, warlords Gongsun Zan and Liu Yu fight fiercely for land. Along
with his fellow countrymen Zhao Kenu and Li Xin, the newly married Wang Hui is
drafted to war, and perishes during one of the battles. His wife Zhang, not knowing
the sad fate of her enlisted husband, thinks of him constantly and dreams of his happy
home-coming.

e

AT CGRRED
Zhang Huoding in A Dream within the Boudoir

Page 25 JEE K&/ | Cast and Synopsis
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The Art of the Cheng School

Cheng Yanqiu (1903-1958) was a remarkable opera
performer, whose dan discipline has become an
important element in Beijing Opera. The “cheng” singing
technique he developed is similar to that of the coloratura
mezzo-soprano in Western opera, with a breadth and
style of voice'that had never before been used in'Beijing

Opera.
by Tam Wing-pong

Cheng always made stringent demands on
his performers, and would make different
arrangements of the same action and
formula to fit different roles and
atmospheres. This year’s Arts Festival will
showecase three pieces that reflect his life’s
work - Tears in the Wilderness, A Dream
within the Boudoir and The Unicorn Pouch.
Tears in the Wilderness and A Dream within
the Boudoir both use the past to criticise
the present, offering a positive reflection of
society in the late 1920s and 1930s.

Tears in the Wilderness is a tragedy based on
the saying, “a harsh government is more
menacing than a fierce tiger”. It describes
the tragic series of events that befall a
farmer’s family. With heavy taxes to pay,
the men of the family were forced to enlist
in the army, and a closely knit family is
torn apart. Perhaps the most fascinating
part of the story occurs after the death of
the main character Zhang Weizhu, when
the tiger that has eaten her father-in-law
and husband returns and lunges at the two
tax collectors. It does not harm them, but
just wags its tail and saunters away.

Pondering hard, the men come up with two
explanations: one of them thinks that they
are not human at all as even the tiger would
nof eat them. The other thinks that the
county government’s harsh way of
collecting taxes has scared the tiger away.

The almost absurd ending elevates the play
from an ordinary moral tale to a striking
work of great power, reminiscent of Bertolt
Brecht’s play Mother Courage and Her
Children. Tears in the Wilderness brings the
art of the Cheng School fully into play. The
portrayal of Zhang Weizhu’s insanity as she
dances across the stage, singing, with her
long sleeves flowing is a match for any such
scenes of madness in a Western opera
written by, for instance, Donizetti or
Bellini.

A Dream within the Boudoir has an anti-
war theme and concerns a young woman
named Zhang who misses her husband as
he is away fighting in the war. In a dream
she has a vague image of her husband
coming home briefly and then going off
to the war again. In vain Zhang chases



him, but all she sees is the terror and
cruelty of war. This dream can be
compared with the garden dream scene in
Tang Xianzu’s play 7he Peony Pavilion;
although there is only one actor
performing on stage and the scene is quite
short, the anti-war sentiment is subtly yet
vividly portrayed.

The third play of the Cheng School, 7%e
Unicorn Pouch, is quite different from the
previous two and has a refreshing, warm
and light-hearted story depicting people’s
loving kindness and helpfulness. The story
revolves around a rich woman who helps
people in need without asking for anything
in return and when her own fortune’s
change, she accepts reality and lives a
humble life. Mirroring the kindness of this
woman is a poor girl who does not bemoan
her fate in bad times and in better times,
remembers those who have helped her and
reaches out to help them in return. This
touching tale begins with a jewellery pouch
embroidered with unicorns changing
ownership twice. Such a theme is quite rare
in Beijing Opera, and coupled with the
beauty of the Cheng School singing and
acting skills, it will surely delight the
audience.

To commemorate the 100th anniversary
of Cheng Yanqiu’s birth, the 2004 Festival
will present a special series of performances
featuring the best of the Cheng School
repertoire. In the final performance of this
commemorative series, the Festival has
invited representatives of the three other
“Great Schools of Dan” in Beijing Opera,
the Mei, Xun and Shang Schools to
perform some of their most famous works

(including The Imperial Concubine Yang

Guifei Getting Drunk, Xin An Inn and Lady
Zhaojing Leaving Her Homeland). The
performance will end with the Cheng
School’s A Dream within the Boudoir,
offering the audience a rare opportunity

to enjoy the artistry and styles of four
major leading female roles in the same
evening.

The full version of this article first appeared
in FestMag 2003
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Z X # Li Wenmin
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Beijing Opera Teacher
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Born into a Chinese opera family, Li Wenmin, is a “First Rank” actress in China. In 1952 she
entered the former Chinese Opera School of Beijing and then specialised in the opera of the
Cheng school, under the tutelage of Zhao Rongchen in 1957. Li joined the Beijing Youth Peking
Opera in 1960. Since 1963, she has taught in many educational institutions, including the
Academy of Chinese Traditional Opera, as well as the College of Opera and Dance of the Shanghai
Theatre Academy, in which she has trained a number of opera elites, including Zhang Huoding
and Guo Wei.

In 1992 Li was awarded the first prize as an opera master in the first Juvenile Beijing Opera
Competition. In 1995, as a group leader, Li’s students staged Zears in the Wilderness and The Unicorn
Pouch in Hong Kong.
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#& X T Zhang Huoding
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Xue Xiangling (The Unicorn Pouch);

Zhang Huizhu (Tears in the Wilderness); b=
Mrs Zhang (A Dream within the Boudoir) Actor
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“First Rank” actress and a member of the China National Beijing-Opera Theater, Zhang Huoding,
graduated from the Chinese Opera School in Tianjin in 1989, and was accepted by the Comrade
Beijing-Opera Troupe of the Military District in Beijing the same year. She joined the China National
Beijing-Opera Theater in 1995, graduating from the Excellent Young Beijing-Opera Performers (Second
Edition) Academy of Chinese Traditional Opera in 2001. Her repertoire includes 7he Unicorn Pouch,
Tears in the Wilderness and A Dream within the Boudoir.

Zhang was awarded the Star of Beijing-Opera in China by the Foundation of Beijing-Opera in
China in 1996, and in 2002 performed Sister Jiang with the China National Beijing-Opera Theater
in Cologne, Germany, to great acclaim.

xR/l Song Xiaochuan
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Zhou Tingxun (The Unicorn Pouch); bag=|
Wang Hui (A Dream within the Boudoir) Actor
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Song Xiaochuan, a “First Rank” actor in China and a member of the China National Beijing-
Opera Theater, graduated from the Academy of Chinese Traditional Opera in 1982. He studied
under the famous performer Ye Shaolan, and specialises in both wen sheng and wu sheng roles.
Known for his clear singing-voice and his impeccable skills, Song’s repertoire includes Legend of the
White Snake, Lubu and Diaochan, and Dragon and Phoenix in Harmony. He has performed in
Australia, France, Hong Kong and Taiwan.



#1 Xu Chang
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Zhao Shouzhen (The Unicorn Pouch); 5
Zhao Yanrong (Xin An Inn) Actor
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A member of the China National Beijing-Opera Theater, Xu Chang entered the Academy of Chinese
Traditional Opera in 1985, specialising in gingyi huadan roles. While still in school, she performed
in many operas, including Legend of the White Snake, in 1992 for her graduate performance. Since
joining the China National Beijing-Opera Theater she has also become one of the core members in
its Youth Division.

A E W Lu Kunshan
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Bi Yu (The Unicorn Pouch);

Wang Sixiang (Tears in the Wilderness); bag=|
Mprs Li (Xin An Inn); Maid (A Dream within the Boudoir) Actor
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Lu Kunshan, a “First Rank” actor and Deputy Director of the Third Troupe of the China National
Beijing-Opera Theater, graduated from the Academy of Chinese Traditional Opera in 1982.
Specialising in chou roles, his comical appearance and versatile skills have won him high praises. In
2000 he won the first prize at the National Beijing-Opera Performing Competition. Lu’s repertoire
includes A Gathering of Heroes and Autumn River. He has toured the US, Japan and Taiwan.

& X F Zhang Huogian
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A member of the China National Beijing-Opera Theater, Zhang Huoqian graduated from the
Chinese Opera School in Jilin in 1987, and was accepted by the Comrade Beijing-Opera
Troupe of the Military District in Beijing the same year. Zhang joined the China National
Beijing-Opera Theater in 1997, specialising in lao sheng and wu sheng roles. His debut as Mu
Yuji in Bloodshed on White Water Beach in 1998 stunned Beijing’s theatre world. He has since
appeared in The Cross-Road and Duty of a Hero. Zhang has performed in the US and the UK.
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) EE Sha Fei
THY (=8 i 5
Wang Baochuan (Estrangement between Father and Daughter) Actor
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Sha Fei has been a student of Li Wenmin since 1999. She entered the Chinese Opera School of
Beijing City in 2000 and won a prize for her role in Snow in June at the 4th Juvenile Beijing Opera
Competition in 2001.

2B Guo Wei
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He Hou (Dowager He Hou Confronting the Emperor); big=i
Su San (The Trial of Yu Tang Chun, the Courtesan) Actor
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A member of the Peking Opera House of Beijing, Guo Wei is a “Second Rank” actress in China and
specialises in gingyi roles. She entered the Chinese Opera School of Beijing City in 1988, and
joined the Peking-Opera House of Beijing in 1997. Winner of numerous nationwide performing
awards and prizes given by cities all over China, Guo’s repertoire includes Lubu and Diaochan and
Tears in the Wilderness.

Z 78 Li Hongtu
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:‘ Lu Bu (Shooting an Arrow at the Lance);
Wang Jinlong (The Trial of Yu Tang Chun, the Courtesan); #
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Li Hongtu, a “First Rank” actor in China and a member of the Peking Opera House of Beijing,
graduated from the Academy of Chinese Traditional Opera in 1982. Five-time winner of the
prestigious Beijing Young Opera Performer Award, and winner of the Plum Flower Award, Li is

known for his smart presence and the prowess of his singing voice. His repertoire includes Lubu
and Diaochan and Shooting an Arrow at the Lance.



21L& Liu Shanli
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Wang Zhaojun i 5
(Lady Ming of the Han Dynasty Leaving her Homeland) Actor
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Liu Shanli, a “Second Rank” actress in China and a member of the Peking Opera House of Beijing,
has won both the Silver Award at the National Television Competition and Performer of Excellence
at the Beijing City Young Beijing-Opera Performers Conference. Her repertoire includes Lady
Ming of the Han Dynasty and Story of the Flamboyant Chamber. She has performed in Japan, Italy
and the UK.

BEK15E Geng Qiaoyun
BB (E ) =
Zhou Fengying (Xin Ann Inn) Actor
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Geng Qiaoyun, a “First Rank” actress in China and a member of the China National Beijing-Opera
Theater, specialises in huadan roles. She was accepted by the Academy of Chinese Traditional
Opera in 1973 and joined the China National Beijing-Opera Theater in 1981. In 1991, Geng won
the Best Performance Award (dan) at the National Television Competition for her role in Selling
Water and in 1999 she graduated from the class of Excellent Young Beijing-Opera Performers (First
Edition). She has performed in Taiwan, Korea, Japan and Australia.
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E[EE Dong Yuanyuan
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Yang Yuhuan i A
(The Imperial Concubine Yang Guifei Getting Drunk) Actor
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Dong Yuanyuan graduated from the Academy of Chinese Traditional Opera in 1988. A member of
the Peking-Opera House of Beijing specialising in dan roles, her repertoire includes Wang Zhaojun,
Legend of the White Snake and Hua Mulan. Her performance as Zhen Mi in Ode to the Goddess of
Luo at 2001’s Beijing-Opera Arts Festival of China won her an Excellent Performer Award. Dong is
a student in the class of Excellent Young Beijing-Opera Performers (Third Edition).
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